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DECLARATION 

KING, HOLMES, PATERNO & SORIANO, LLP 
HOWARD E. KING, ESQ., STATE BAR NO. 77012 
JOHN G. SNOW, ESQ., STATE BAR NO. 280790 
JACKSON S. TRUGMAN, ESQ., STATE BAR NO. 295145 
JTRUGMAN@KHPSLAW.COM 
1900 AVENUE OF THE STARS, TWENTY-FIFTH FLOOR 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90067-4506 
TELEPHONE: (310) 282-8989 
FACSIMILE: (310) 282-8903 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Brian Warner p/k/a 
Marilyn Manson 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

BRIAN WARNER p/k/a MARILYN 
MANSON, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

EVAN RACHEL WOOD; ASHLEY GORE 
a/k/a/ ILLMA GORE, 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 22STCV07568 

DECLARATION OF HOWARD E. KING 

[Filed concurrently with: Opposition to Gore’s 
anti-SLAPP Motion; Opposition to Wood’s 
anti-SLAPP Motion; Supplemental King 
Declaration; Berk Declaration; Warner 
Declaration; Balog Declaration; Weiss 
Declaration; Meyer Declaration; Kunkel 
Declaration; B. Gore Declaration; Opposition 
to Gore’s RJN; Objections to Defendants’ 
Evidence; Notice of Lodging; Application to 
Seal; [Proposed] Order Granting Sealing 
Application] 

Date: December 1, 2022 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 50 

The Hon. Teresa A. Beaudet, Dept. 50 

Action Filed: March 2, 2022 
Trial Date: Not Set 

Electronically FILED by Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles on 11/15/2022 01:38 PM Sherri R. Carter, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court, by A. Miro,Deputy Clerk
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DECLARATION OF HOWARD E. KING 

I, Howard E. King, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California and serve as 

4 counsel for Brian Warner p/k/a Marilyn Manson in the above-captioned action. The following 

5 facts are within my personal knowledge and, if called as a witness herein, I can and will 

6 competently testify thereto. 

7 2. I instructed my office to pull certain publicly available records from the Tennessee 

8 state court case captioned Evan Rachel Wood v. Andrew J. Matfin-Bell, Docket No. 21D-284, 

9 pending in the Third Circuit Court for Davidson County, Tennessee at Nashville. Attached hereto 

10 as Exhibit A are true and correct copies of excerpt of those records, including sworn declarations 

11 and attachments submitted by both Wood and Bell. 

12 3. These publicly available sworn documents state that on the morning of December 

13 22, 2020, Wood sent Bell an email stating, "I have been advised that both Jack and my safety is at 

14 risk and that it is in our best interests to remain in Nashville. I will forward to you my contact at 

15 the FBI and you should feel free to call with whatever questions you have." (Ex. A, pp. 3 (,r 11), 

16 14, 26 (,I 12), 30.) 

17 4. These publicly available documents further state that Bell submitted a sworn 

18 declaration under oath stating, "I received a letter from Evan on December 23, 2020 supposedly 

19 from law enforcement personnel connected with the investigation. The letter was sent to me 

20 through the messaging app called Signal. I have attached a true and correct copy of the version I 

21 was able to save from the app as Exhibit E. This version shows Evan's name at the top of the 

22 post. When I first received the message, another person's name was at the top of the post, Illma 

23 Gore .... Evan deleted that post. The letter was not on any kind of department letterhead and was 

24 supposedly from a women named Michelle Langer of the 'Federal Violent Crimes Department.' I 

25 googled but found no such department or woman .... I called the number for Michelle Langer on 

26 the letter for two days. This person gave me another number on which I called and left a 

27 voicemail. I never heard back." (Ex. A, pp. 26-27 (if 14).) 

28 
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1 5. These publicly available documents further state that attached to Bell's sworn 

2 declaration are emails between Bell and Wood, in which Wood told Bell on December 23, 2020, 

3 in response to Bell's statement that, "It appears I have been calling the incorrect number for two 

4 days," that, "If the number Michelle put on her official letter isn't reaching her, then I would 

5 assume the other number is also correct. I also signaled you another number." Bell responded, 

6 "The number beneath Michelle's signature on the letter you sent belongs to a different Michelle." 

7 Wood responded, "I see. Not sure what happened then. You'll have to ask Michelle when you 

8 reach her." (Ex. A, pp. 41-44.) 

9 6. These publicly available documents further state that attached to Bell's and Wood's 

10 sworn declarations are copies of a letter purportedly written and signed by FBI Agent Michelle 

11 Langer. (Ex. A, pp. 5 (18), 12, 26 (114), 32.) 

12 

13 

7. 

8. 

On March 2, 2022, W amer filed a complaint in the above-captioned action. 

On or about March 2, 2022, I instructed my office to download and print any tweets 

14 posted from the "verified" Twitter account of Illma Gore ("@illmagore"). A true and correct copy 

15 of three such tweets that were collected at my direction on or around March 3, 2022 is attached 

16 hereto as Exhibit B. 

17 9. On April 28, 2022, Wood filed a special motion to strike portions of the complaint. 

18 On May 24, 2022, Gore filed a similar special motion to strike, following a stipulated extension. 

19 Wood and Gore noticed hearings on their motions for December 13, 2022 and January 31, 2023, 

20 respectively. Based on these dates, we understood and relied upon the fact Warner would have 

21 several months to (i) collect and organize the admissible evidence needed to defeat Defendants' 

22 motions and, (ii) where additional evidence was needed but not available to Warner (such as 

23 evidence regarding Wood's and Gore's intent), to file a noticed motion seeking an order to lift the 

24 automatic discovery stay. 

25 10. Prior to the July 6, 2022 Case Management Conference, my office met and 

26 conferred with counsel for Wood. Counsel for Wood was informed W amer would be seeking to 

27 lift the discovery stay. The topic of advancing the motion hearing noticed for December 2022 was 

28 not discussed. In Wood's CMC statement, she did not ask for the hearing to be advanced. 
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1 11. Prior to the July 6, 2022 Case Management Conference, my office met and 

2 conferred with counsel for Gore. Counsel for Gore was informed Warner would be seeking to lift 

3 the discovery stay. The topic of advancing the motion hearing noticed for January 2023 was not 

4 discussed. In Gore's CMC statement, she did not ask for the hearing to be advanced. 

5 12. At the July 6, 2022 Case Management Conference, the Court ordered sua sponte 

6 that Wood's hearing be advanced to August 18, 2022, and Gore's to September 13, 2022, 

7 compressing the time Warner had to oppose the motions to just a matter of weeks, given that the 

8 first opposition would be due August 5, 2022 under Code of Civil Procedure Section 1005(b ). 

9 The Court advised Warner that to the extent he sought discovery in advance of the new August 5 

10 opposition deadline, he move for such an order ex parte. 

11 13. Warner will suffer immediate and irreparable harm if the request for limited 

12 discovery is not heard on shortened time (and the hearings not continued), including because if 

13 Warner and the Court were to comply with the regular notice requirements of Code of Civil 

14 Procedure Section 1005(b ), a hearing on regular notice could not be held until after his opposition 

15 to the first motion to strike was already due, and Warner would be deprived of specific admissible 

16 facts within Defendants' and certain non-party witnesses' control needed to establish his prima 

17 facie case and defeat the motions to strike. 

18 14. My office attempted but was unable to obtain a declaration from non-party witness 

19 Michelle Meyer. Counsel for Meyer stated she would be willing and able to comply with a court 

20 order or subpoena, and he would accept service on her behalf. Attached hereto as Exhibit C are 

21 true and correct copies of text and/or emails messages between Gore and Meyer that Warner seeks 

22 to have authenticated through the limited discovery requested. I understand Meyer may be living 

23 outside of California. 

24 15. My office attempted but was unable to obtain a declaration from third party 

25 Katheryn McGaffigan. Attached hereto as Exhibit Dare true and correct copies of text and/or 

26 emails messages between Gore and McGaffigan that Warner seeks to have authenticated through 

27 the limited discovery requested. I understand McGaffigan may be living outside of California. 

28 
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1 16. My office contacted counsel for Wood asking whether she would sit for a 

2 deposition before August 5, 2022, and what days she would be available. We also asked whether 

3 Wood would oppose Warner s request for a continuance of the hearing. Wood responded but did 

4 not provide any dates and said she would oppose any discovery, continuance, and ex parte 

5 application. A true and correct copy of those emails are attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

6 17. My office contacted counsel for Gore asking whether she would sit for a deposition 

7 before August 5, 2022, and what days she would be available. We also asked whether Gore would 

8 oppose Warner's request for a continuance of the hearing. Gore responded but did not provide 

9 any dates and said she would oppose any discovery, continuance, and ex parte application. 

10 (See Ex. E.) 

11 18. On July 20, 2022, at approximately 9:30 am, my office gave notice of the ex parte 

12 application, motion for limited discovery, request for continuance, and July 22 ex parte hearing 

13 date and time by sending an email, included as part of Exhibit E, to counsel for Wood and Gore at 

14 the following email addresses: MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com; lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com; 

15 TRivera@hansonbridgett.com; MKump@kwikhlaw.com; SHolley@kwikhlaw.com; 

16 KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com. The parties in this case previously agreed to accept service by 

17 email. Counsel for Warner also offered to speak further by telephone, but neither Wood nor Gore 

18 accepted our offer. Both Wood and Gore indicated they will oppose the ex parte application, 

19 request for discovery, and request for continuance. (See Ex. E.) 

20 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

21 foregoing is true and correct. 

22 Executed on this 20th day of July 2022, at Westerly, 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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Jackson Trugman

From: Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 10:39 AM
To: Jackson Trugman; Maggie Ziemianek; Michael J. Kump; Thomas Rivera; Lawrence M. 

Cirelli; Shawn Holley
Cc: Howard King; John Snow; Karen Sloane
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Evan Rachel Wood

Hi Jackson, 
 
We intend to oppose Plaintiff’s ex parte application, motion for discovery, and request to continue the August 18 
hearing. 
 
Best, 
Kat 
 
Katherine T. Kleindienst  
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump Holley LLP 
808 Wilshire Boulevard, Third Floor 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Direct Dial: 310.566.9841  
Email: kkleindienst@kwikhlaw.com 
 
 

From: Jackson Trugman <jtrugman@khpslaw.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 9:28 AM 
To: Maggie Ziemianek <MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com>; Michael J. Kump <MKump@kwikhlaw.com>; Thomas Rivera 
<TRivera@hansonbridgett.com>; Lawrence M. Cirelli <lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com>; Shawn Holley 
<SHolley@kwikhlaw.com>; Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com> 
Cc: Howard King <hking@khpslaw.com>; John Snow <JSnow@khpslaw.com>; Karen Sloane <ksloane@khpslaw.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Evan Rachel Wood 
 
Dear Counsel: 
 
Following up on prior emails and conversations, Plaintiff Brian Warner hereby gives notices that he intends to 
appear ex parte on Friday July 22, at 8:30 am in Department 50.  Mr. Warner will seek an order shortening time 
on a concurrently filed motion to conduct limited discovery pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 
425.16(g) and request for a continuance of Defendants’ motions to strike to permit such limited discovery. 
 
The ex parte application will be made on grounds including that were the motion to be heard on regular notice, 
the requested discovery could not be obtained until after Mr. Warner’s opposition was already due.  In the 
alternative Mr. Warner will ask that if the court is not inclined to hear the motion on shortened time, that it 
continue the motion to strike hearings accordingly. 
 
The discovery motion seeks leave to take the following depositions: (1) third party Agent Michelle Langer, 
(2) Defendant Gore, (3) Defendant Wood, (4) third party Michele Meyer, and (5) third party Katheryn 
McGaffigan.  Good cause exists to conduct limited discovery, including because Defendants each filed a 
Special Motion to Strike pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 425.16(b); Defendants contend that in 
opposing these motions, Mr. Warner will be required to (but cannot) make a prima facie showing of the causes 
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of action challenged in their motions; the discovery sought is necessary to allow Mr. Warner to make a prima 
facie showing of the causes of action challenged in Defendants’ motions; the information sought by Mr. Warner 
is in the control of persons from who discovery is sought; the discovery requested is narrowly tailored to obtain 
the necessary information; and the request is timely.  Given the discovery sought, Mr. Warner will request that 
the Court continue Defendants’ motions for a reasonable time period to allow sufficient time to conduct the 
limited discovery requested before Mr. Warner’s opposition is due. 
 
Although I think your prior emails make this clear, please confirm whether Defendants intend to oppose the ex 
parte application, motion, and scheduling request.  If you wish to discuss further by telephone, we are available 
today until 12 pm, and between 3 pm and 6 pm.  Otherwise, we will serve you with copies of the papers when 
they are ready to file. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Jackson S. Trugman, Esq. | JTrugman@khpslaw.com 
King, Holmes, Paterno & Soriano, LLP 
direct: 310.282.8955 
 

From: Maggie Ziemianek <MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com>  
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2022 10:07 AM 
To: Jackson Trugman <jtrugman@khpslaw.com> 
Cc: Michael J. Kump <MKump@kwikhlaw.com>; Howard King <hking@khpslaw.com>; John Snow 
<JSnow@khpslaw.com>; Shawn Holley <SHolley@kwikhlaw.com>; Thomas Rivera <TRivera@hansonbridgett.com>; 
Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com>; Lawrence M. Cirelli <lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Evan Rachel Wood 
 
Jackson, 
 
Sorry for the delay- I have been traveling. 
 
We will also oppose the motion to lift the discovery date, any related ex parte, any effort to depose Ms. Gore prior to 
the hearings, and any motion to continue the hearing date on our motion. 
 
I will be on a plane all day today, and will not have reliable wifi, so please copy my colleagues on any correspondence. 
Please note that I have a hearing at 9am on Wednesday so would prefer that you not set any ex parte hearing that 
morning if possible. 
 
Thanks, 
Maggie 
 
 

From: Jackson Trugman <jtrugman@khpslaw.com> 
Date: Monday, Jul 18, 2022, 10:46 AM 
To: Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com> 
Cc: Michael J. Kump <MKump@kwikhlaw.com>, Howard King <hking@khpslaw.com>, John Snow <JSnow@khpslaw.com>, 
Shawn Holley <SHolley@kwikhlaw.com>, Maggie Ziemianek <MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Evan Rachel Wood 
 
EXTERNAL: Use caution when opening attachments, links or responding to this e-mail. 
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Thank you Kat.  
 

On Jul 18, 2022, at 7:26 AM, Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com> wrote: 

  
Jackson, 
  
We will oppose Plaintiff’s motion for discovery and will oppose any request to continue the August 18 
hearing date. We will also oppose any ex parte application to shorten time on a noticed motion to lift 
the discovery stay. To the extent Plaintiff files such an ex parte application, please inform the Court that 
(1) Ms. Wood opposes Plaintiff’s request and (2) will file a written opposition explaining her position 
prior to the hearing. 
  
Best, 
Kat 
  
Katherine T. Kleindienst  
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump Holley LLP 
808 Wilshire Boulevard, Third Floor 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Direct Dial: 310.566.9841  
Email: kkleindienst@kwikhlaw.com 
  
  

From: Jackson Trugman <jtrugman@khpslaw.com>  
Sent: Saturday, July 16, 2022 3:59 PM 
To: Michael J. Kump <MKump@kwikhlaw.com>; Katherine T. Kleindienst <KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com> 
Cc: Howard King <hking@khpslaw.com>; John Snow <JSnow@khpslaw.com>; Shawn Holley 
<SHolley@kwikhlaw.com> 
Subject: Evan Rachel Wood 
  

**CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.** 

Michael and Kat,  
  
As discussed at and in advance of the July 6 CMC, Mr. Warner will be seeking an order to lift the 
discovery stay including to allow a deposition of Evan Rachel Wood.  Could you please check with your 
client and let us know (1) whether Ms. Wood will sit for a deposition before August 5, and (2) what 
dates she is available to sit for a deposition before August 5?  We also intend to ask the court to 
continue the motion hearings so as to allow for a more feasible schedule to complete discovery, but the 
court may ask us to proceed anyway.  If you will oppose such a continuance request, please let me 
know. 
  
Thanks for your cooperation and courtesy as always. 
 
Jackson S. Trugman, Esq. | JTrugman@khpslaw.com 
King, Holmes, Paterno & Soriano, LLP 
1900 Ave of the Stars, 25th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90067 
direct: 310.282.8955 | fax: 310.282.8903 
www.khpslaw.com 
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Jackson Trugman

From: Jackson Trugman
Sent: Saturday, July 16, 2022 4:00 PM
To: Maggie Ziemianek
Cc: Howard King; John Snow; lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com; trivera@hansonbridgett.com
Subject: RE: Illma Gore

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Maggie:  I got an out of office response through 7/18, so I am copying your colleagues. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Jackson S. Trugman, Esq. | JTrugman@khpslaw.com 
King, Holmes, Paterno & Soriano, LLP 
direct: 310.282.8955 
 

From: Jackson Trugman  
Sent: Saturday, July 16, 2022 3:57 PM 
To: Maggie Ziemianek <MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com> 
Cc: Howard King <hking@khpslaw.com>; John Snow <JSnow@khpslaw.com> 
Subject: Illma Gore 
 
Maggie,  
 
As discussed at and in advance of the July 6 CMC, Mr. Warner will be seeking an order to lift the discovery stay including 
to allow a deposition of Illma Gore.  Could you please check with your client and let us know (1) whether Ms. Gore will 
sit for a deposition before August 5, and (2) what dates she is available to sit for a deposition before August 5?  We also 
intend to ask the court to continue the motion hearings so as to allow for a more feasible schedule to complete 
discovery, but the court may ask us to proceed anyway.  If you will oppose such a continuance request, please let me 
know. 
 
Thanks for your cooperation and courtesy as always. 
 
Jackson S. Trugman, Esq. | JTrugman@khpslaw.com 
King, Holmes, Paterno & Soriano, LLP 
1900 Ave of the Stars, 25th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90067 
direct: 310.282.8955 | fax: 310.282.8903 
www.khpslaw.com 
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  Case No. 22STCV07568 
PROOF OF SERVICE  
 

KING, HOLMES, 
PATERNO & 

SORIANO, LLP 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

Brian Warner p/k/a Marilyn Manson v. Evelyn Rachel Wood, et al. 
Case No. 22STCV07568 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action.  I am 
employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  My business address is 1900 Avenue 
of the Stars, Twenty-Fifth Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90067-4506. 

On November 15, 2022, I served true copies of the following document(s) described as 
DECLARATION OF HOWARD E. KING  on the interested parties in this action as follows: 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:  I caused a copy of the 
document(s) to be sent from e-mail address Eweinberger@khpslaw.com to the persons at the e-
mail addresses listed in the Service List. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on November 15, 2022, at Los Angeles, California. 

 /s/ Eniko Weinberger 
 Eniko Weinberger 
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  Case No. 22STCV07568 
PROOF OF SERVICE  
 

KING, HOLMES, 
PATERNO & 

SORIANO, LLP 

SERVICE LIST 
Brian Warner p/k/a Marilyn Manson v. Evelyn Rachel Wood, et al. 

Case No. 22STCV07568 
 
Katherine T. Kleindienst, Esq.;  
Michael J. Kump. Esq. 
Shawn Holley, Esq. 
Mary Sanks 
Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump Holley LLP 
808 Wilshire Boulevard, 3rd Floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90401-1894 
Tel: (310) 566-9800 
Fax: (310) 566-9873 
Email: KKleindienst@kwikhlaw.com 
Email: MKump@kwikhlaw.com 
Email: SHolley@kwikhlaw.com 
Email: MSanks@kwikhlaw.com 

Attorneys for Defendant Evan Rachel Wood  

Lawrence M. Cirelli, Esq.  
Maggie Ziemianek, Esq. 
Thomas Rivera, Esq.  
Debbie Estebanez 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 
425 Market Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel: (415) 995-6438 
Fax: (415) 995-3457 
Email: lcirelli@hansonbridgett.com 
Email: MZiemianek@hansonbridgett.com 
Email: TRivera@hansonbridgett.com 
Email: destebanez@hansonbridgett.com 

Attorney for Defendant Ashley Gore a/k/a Illma 
Gore 
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